Institut Pasteur International Network (IPIN)

The HKU-Pasteur Research Pole is a member of the Institut Pasteur International
Network which is comprised of 32 institutes sharing the same vision and engaging in
collaborative work for scientific research on the curbing of infectious diseases, training
of specialists and improvement of public health services.
Researchers from the Institut Pasteur have worked in Asia since the inception of the
International Network. Alexandre Yersin was sent by the Institut Pasteur to Hong
Kong to investigate the epidemic of bubonic plague and there he discovered its
causative agent, a bacterium named after him: Yersinia pestis.

The Pasteur Foundation Asia is a charitable organization established in Hong Kong
that supports crucial scientific research, teaching and public health initiatives.
The Foundation needs your help. Your donation will:
support research in the laboratories of the Institut Pasteur International Network, in Hong Kong,
in Asia, in the world;
prepare future generations of scientists with teaching and capacity building programs.

@HKUPasteur

@HKUPasteurResearchPole

hkupasteur.hku.hk
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Contact

Tel: (852) 2831 5494
hku-pasteur@hku.hk

7/F HKJC Building for Interdisciplinary Research
5 Sassoon Road, Pokfulam, Hong Kong SAR
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Anniversary

6
RESEARCH

TEAMS

2005

2004

2004 - 2005

2003
After the SARS outbreak,
reorientation of the laboratory
to research on emerging viral
infections

First HKU-Pasteur Immunology
Course (2008) and Cell Biology
Course (2009)

2008 - 2009

2007

Development of
regional & international
collaborations:
HKU-Pasteur becomes
a partner of EPISAR for
the prevention of future
SARS epidemics and
DENFRAME to develop
diagnostic tools and
therapeutic approaches
for dengue disease

Development of a candidate
vaccine against SARS;
Development and validation of
a safe diagnostic test to
measure antibodies against
avian influenza

Diagnostic assay to
detect new influenza
viruses as part of
pandemic influenza
surveillance plans

1000

AT THE LAB

MORE THAN

250

PEER REVIEWED

PUBLICATIONS

Memorandum of
Understanding signed
between the University of
Hong Kong, the Institut
Pasteur, and the Hong Kong
Science and Technology Parks

2015

2013

2018

2017

Establishment of the
HKU-Pasteur Research
Pole as a laboratory
integrated into the
School of Public Health
(HKU)

The University of Hong
Kong and the Institut
Pasteur renew their
partnership agreement for
the HKU-Pasteur Research
Pole for a 10-year period

2020

2018
Understanding the role
of cellular immunity to
develop vaccines for
universal immunity
against influenza

First International
Workshop on Epidemiology
and Public Health in Ho Chi
Minh City, Vietnam

V-2
Co
Coronaviruses have been at the
RS
core of our work at HKU-Pasteur since the
SA

OF MORE THAN

ALUMNI

15+

2012

Annual Scientific
Meeting of the Institut
Pasteur International
Network in Hong Kong
with a keynote address
by Françoise
Barré-Sinoussi, 2008
Nobel Laureate in
Physiology or Medicine;

First Croucher Summer
Course on Advanced
Imaging organized by
HKU-Pasteur

2013

A STRONG
NETWORK

DEVOTED RESEARCHERS
AND STAFF MEMBERS

NATIONALITIES
REPRESENTED

Development of a safe
serological assay to
detect antibodies
against the Middle East
Respiratory Syndrome
Coronavirus
(MERS-CoV)

2011

2010

First meeting of RESPARI
(Research Driven Response
to Acute Respiratory
Infections) and SISEA
(Surveillance and
Investigation of Endemic
Situations in South-East
Asia);

45+

Demonstration that
antibodies to SARS-CoV
trigger infection of human
immune cells, identifying
potential risks in the
development of safe
immunization protocols

Studies on Ebola virus, in
collaboration with the Institut
Pasteur Dakar; Identification
of host factors that function
as intracellular receptors to
assist Dengue virus to find
its way out of infected cells;

SARS outbreak in 2003. Monitoring closely the
emergence of novel viruses is one of our primary
missions, enabling HKU-Pasteur to respond at an
early stage of the SARS-CoV-2 pandemic.

-

2000

Investigations of host-pathogen
interactions with a particular
focus on respiratory viruses
and other viruses that
represent a public health threat
for Hong Kong and the region

First Croucher Summer Course on
Emerging Viral Infections
organized by HKU-Pasteur;

20
20

First HKU-Pasteur
Virology Course

Development of bacterial
genomes databases

1999

Signing of a cooperation project
for a Respiratory Diseases
Research Center within the
Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao
Greater Bay Area;

Validation of novel tools to study
the life cycle of dengue virus;
First molecular detection of the
novel H1N1 pandemic influenza
virus

Inauguration of the
laboratory under the name
HKU-Pasteur Research
Centre

Agreement between
the University of Hong
Kong and Institut
Pasteur for the
creation of the
HKU-Pasteur
Research Centre with
the support of the
Consulate General of
France in Hong Kong
and Macau

YEARS of partnership between the University of Hong Kong and
Institut Pasteur have shepherded the HKU-Pasteur Research Pole to
become a center of excellence in biomedical research and education that generates
knowledge to advance the understanding and treatment of infectious diseases.
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3 COURSES

HKU-PASTEUR

+
+

International
workshops

Croucher
Summer Courses

HKU-Pasteur developed a sensitive and rapid test to
detect antibodies against SARS-CoV-2 and produced a
detailed molecular analysis of antibody recognition of
SARS-CoV-2 to improve the serological tests for COVID-19
and enhance the development of second-generation
diagnostic tests.

